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So you want to bea builder? My name is Doug 
Hendricks, and have been a ham since 1976, and 
an avid QRPer for most of my bam carer. ln 1993, 
the late Jim Cates, WAGGER and I started the 
NorCal QRP Club. The purpose of starting the club 
‘was to find 10 or 15 like-minded hams who would 
be interested in getting together to alk about QRP 
‘operating and alsa to help each other with building 
‘our awn gear. Were we successful? | would say so, 
fs we stopped counting NorCal members when we 
otto aver 3000, from every state and 60 foreign 
‘counties. NorCals main purpose was and always 
will beto promote QRP. We had a very sucessful 
Journal for 10 years, QRPp, but we stopped daing, 
that in 2003 when i became too much for me to 
thane, There are things that have remained 
‘constant forthe club over the year, and ae still, 
boeing done: Club hits, monthly meetings atthe 
(California Burger, and hosting ofthe QRP Forum at 
Pacificon every Octobe. 


>My favorite part ofthe club has always been the 
cb its, because Ihave always had adesie to 
‘build electronic equipment. When Iwasa bos, 1 
remember eading Boy's Life magazine in the 
school library. My favorite articles were always the 


‘ones about Ham Radio. dreamed of being able to 
build my own radio someday, to beable to ral to 
the world! 


{am not an electronics engineer, nor do I profess 
bbe an expert on electronics. But lam an average 
‘uy, with average ability to build have built 
‘complete 9SB station, as well asa complete CW 
station, And when I say complete station, {mean 
every piece. [even built my wn microphone for 
‘one of my SSB homebrew rigs. Ihave built keyers, 
paddles, keys, ransmiters, speakers, receivers, 
Antennas, antenna tuners, wattmeters, ete take 
‘reat pride in being able to say thatthe station here 
15 100% homebrew. It always gets a response like, 
‘Even the microphone and the pales? 


‘This ancl will appear asa series, and it will tke 
‘you from being a complete novice, having never 
built ki, all the way to building & muliband rg. 1 
‘will Be recommending projects that are easy and fun 
to build, and will go from projets that include 
‘complete kits to ones that ae just a sehematie and a 
pars list. You dott have to build every project in 
the ist, and you may substitute others as you wish, 
‘but Ido recommend that you build the ones onthe 
lst, a5 {know that they are somewhat sequential in 
clficulty. We will start with easy projects, and 
‘graduate to harder ones as we develop skills. These 
ticles willbe posted on the NorCal QRP Club web 
Site, bap norcalgrp.ong. 1 will Be 
recommending club and commercial kits. Please 
dni think hat Iam the ultimate authority om this. It 
1s just my opinion and something that! want to 
share with others, 


“This series will cover 4 main construction 
techniques: through hole, surface mount, manhattan 
pad, and dremel/bit pad. Our first 2 kts will cover 
‘through hole and surface mount construction, They 
are very inexpensive, and they are easily available 
from the NorCal QRP Club, One is a it that has 
‘been around for years, and the other isa brand new 
it. We will build the VE3DNL through hole 
marker generator kit, and the Surface Mount QRP 


Dummy Load, The best thing about these 2 kits is 
that they are available with all parts included, they 
hhave solder-masked,silkscreened circuit boards, 
and the costs only $7.50 each! If you want to et 
Started, go to htp:/wwew.norcalgrp org and click on 
the "So You Want to bea QRP Builder” Button 
"The first article inthe series is ealled "So You Want 
tobe a Builder, 2006, Par 1 


Part 1 


“The ist two kits that we will stare with inthe series 
‘will give you a taste of two of the types of 
construction, through hol, and smt. Both of them 
tse a pchoard, through hole asthe name implies 
‘uses parts that fit in hoes predriled on the board, 
SMT construction involves a type of construction 
that uses parts that mount on the surface. 


‘The NorCal QRP Club sells 2 bits that are ideal for 
this introduction. The VE3DNL Marker Generator, 
and the NorCal SMT QRP Duramy Load kt. Bott 
‘ofthese kits cost $7.50 shipped to you, and both af 
‘them contain all the parts that you need to finish the 
project. $7.50 fora kit is cheap. Nota bad 
Investment o see i you like this part ofthe hobby. 


‘One ofthe goals of this series isto suggest a series 
‘of projects that can be easly duplicated, fun to 
build, ave quality manuals, and provide a useful 
piece of equipment, Both the VERDNL. andthe 
NorCal SMT QRP Dummy Load meet ll of those 
specifications. 


Let's start with the old favorite, the VERDNL. 
Marker Generator.. tis pictured here 


‘As you can se it doesn’t have a le of parts and 
isn't very big. The board has 7 parts to mount, plus 
{you have to supply power and output. That isi I 
‘an be built in an evening, checked out, and even 
mounted in a box if you want tn. The ove pictured 
above was built by me, and Ihave not put it ina box 
‘yet but plan to 


What does it do? Its a marker generator that 
provides # tne at various outputs and harmonies af 
those outputs. You use it asa signal generator, and 
several other uses mentioned inthe mana. 


| cannot believe how wseful mine is, and 1 use it on 
almost every piece af equipment that I build. Cheek 
fut the manual and you will ee several other ways 
to use this piece af test equipment. The purpase of 
these articles is nt to take you through building 
these kits, bu to explain what they ate and shove 
‘you what they look like. 


“The next kt i the NorCal SMT QRP Dummy Load 
Kit, This one is so coo. It uses SMT parts, and 
‘when you finish, you will be amazed at how easily 
itcan be dane, More and more its are using surface 
‘mount pats, and we will ee even more inthe 
Futur. 


“This kts the perfect tool ta use to see if you can 
build using SMT techniques, and 1 bet that you can 
‘The kt comes with everything needed, all ofthe 
pars, quality boar, connecter, and when you finish 
{you have avery useful piece of station equipment. 
‘And it snot just a dummy load, no this one 
provides a way to measure your output pawer too!! 
Here isa picture ofthe NorCal SMT QRP Dummy 
Load Ki 


‘The only through hole partis the connector on the 
left side, tiga BNC pe mount, and has been usel 
fon many, many qrp kits. As you can se there are 
lots of resistors to solder, pls there ae just as many 
fm the other side of the board, 44 to be exact. That, 
{is the beauty ofthis kit forthe fist time builder. 


You get lots of opportunites to practice the skills 
that you ae trying to acquire, 


‘What da you de now? I would suggest that you go 
to the NorCal QRP Club's Website, 

up wwwnorcalrp.org and elicican the NorCal 
Kits button, There you will find the manuals to 
these two projects. Read them, and see if you think 
that you can build them. Ifo, onder the kts, 

and jump in, Enjoy and ave an, 


72, Doug, KIGDS 


So You Want to be a QRP 
Builder? Updated 2006 Version 


Part2 


‘The next series of simple projects that lam going to 
‘recommend! come from three QRP Clubs. NarCal, 
Norex, and 4SQRP. Al of them are inexpensive, 
and all of them are usefl tools in your ham shack. 
‘The 3 kits ate the NorCal Keyer, The NorTex 
Accuprobe, and the 4SQRP Teana Dipper, | suggest 
‘that you build them in that order. Each kit comes 
‘witha board and all board mounted pats. You 

have to provide the enclosure and connectors 


NorCal Keyer 


“The NorCal Keyer isa remarkable value fr the 
money. The price ofthe kit is $16.50. NorCal has 
sold thousands ofthese kis forthe past 3. 4 years, 
and they contin ta be an excellent value. As you 
‘can se, this kit has afew mare parts than the 
VESONL, but not alot more. It does not come with 
the pins that are shown in the photo. Those were 


added by the builder. They are sip pins, and can be 
found in the Mouser cata. 


“The keyer is avery useful tol forthe shack, 
Almost everyone who sends ew uses nn, because it 
isso much easier to send good ew with, You get a 
‘memory keyer, with 3 programmable 40-character 
memories, iambie A & B mode, straight key and 
‘bug mode, 2 beacon modes, and variable speed 
‘control by either a 100K pot othe paddles 
themselves. The kit comes with all board mounted 
parts and a high quality printed circuit board with 
plated through holes, silkscreened legends and 
Solder mask. You wil need ta add a stereo jack of 
{your choice and a SV battery connector, i desired. 
‘The kt comes witha SV regulator and will take an 
cextermally-applied 7-10-18 volt power source with 
the regulator wired in, You may also use a 3V 
‘watch battery if you bypass the regulator. 


“The best part about recommending this kit is the 
‘marvelous write-up om how to build it dat was done 
by Hall of Fame QRPer Jim Kortge, KBIQY. 1 
asked Jim to write this article fr the new builders 
fut there, and he dda marvelous jab. The 

faticle and ordering information forthe NorCal 
Keyer Kit can be found here: 


up! www.norealgrp.onginckeyer um 


NorTex QRP Club Accuprobe 


Joe Everhart, N2CX isthe designer ofthis 
‘marvelous kit, We were talking one day about a kit 
that would be a good one for one of the regional 
QRP clubs to offer, and Joe mentioned this RE 


Probe design, What is unique abou this sign? is 
the sestvy that it has, Check atthe specs, 
tela 
Speiications 
rind iret boo dimensions: 18X19 inches 
Power:9 VDC a approx Ima using a stndand 
St batry 
apt levels: LOW range -50 mV mms in SV rms 
(este t020 nV) HIGH range 5 V rns t0 35 V 
“Frequeney range: 100 isto 30 Mit (Upper end 
dottsed bu shoud extond to VEE) 
Quits: DC-compeatd ra pt 
“LOW range 50 mV DC to 5 VDC (Uacairated 
ieaingsto0 mV) 
"HIGH range 3 VDC i 35 VDC (/10 RMS 
inp) 
But accuracy: approx. 10% of eading 
decronsing to 25% at Sv 

All that you wl eed to supply with his kits 
to labor to bul ithe solder an Altoids orth 
stable enlosire and» 3V battery. Billing ime 
is easily one evening. The mail sole ad 
downloadable bere 
‘Mendon levAcupas 


‘You order the kit for $17 US, $21 DX from Joe 
Spencer ofthe NorTex QRP Club. 

Here i the url for the dering information: 
Inup//www.kkSna.com/kkSna_files/accuprobe.htm 


So why an RF Probe? You need one to measure 
RMS voltage in your transmitter so you can 
measure power out. The Accuprabe works great 
‘withthe NorCal SMT QRP Dummy Load that you 
‘builtin part 1. Download the manual, and check out 
this great it, Believe me it sa valuable piece of 
test equipment, and much, much mare sensitive 
than the ald .OLuF, diode RF probes. 


‘The Tenna Dipper 


ASQRP Tenna Dipper 


{absolutely lave this it, The 4SQRP group bas 
sold it for 3 years, and they use the proceeds to put, 
fon Ozarkcon a fabulous QRP Forum in Joplin, 
“Missouri featuring some ofthe finest speakers in all 
‘of QRP. What isa Tenna Dipper? It isa tool that 
‘gives you an indication with an LED of when your 
‘antenna tuners looking a 250 ohm laa. 

Designed by QRP Hall of Famer Steve Weber, 
KDUV, this is one ofthe handiest devices that you 
‘can own if you are a ham, 


{QRPers are well know for operating out in the field. 
‘They love to build litle radios, then take them out 
to operate away from the home shack, and the home 
antennas, The Tenna Dipper will et you know that 
{you have your antenna at 50 ohms so that you will 
hhave a good match for your transmite. 


Here is an excerpt from the manual that explains 
‘how tose this ht 


Using the “Tena Dipper” 
“To prune or test an antenna 

+ Select the band you expect the antenna to be 
resonant in with the dip switches, 

‘Connect the antenna to dhe Re input 

+ Adjust the “fine tune” control until the LED goes 
‘ut or gets very dim, 

*"Read the Frequency with the counter, 


Note since the oust of the “TD” is fail rch in 
harmonics, (third isthe strongest) you might find 
‘weak dip where you don’t expect tn see ane 


‘To adjust an antenna tuner: 
+ Set the frequency to where you want the match to 
*"Connec the ATU to the Rx input 

+ Adjust the ATU until the LED goes out. 

+ Remove the “Tenna Dipper” and connect your ig 
tothe ATU. 


I remember the First time that | used mine, Las 
‘using a BLT tuner and a NorCal 40, | was using a 
NorCal Doublet antenna and I was amazed at haw 
‘quickly {was abe to ge the tuner adjusted. When t 
cocked i with my MES Antenna Analyzer, it was 
spot an, Gee, poor man’s antenna analyzer, This 


itis ony $25, not more than $200! | then wed the 
‘Tena Dipper with along wire ad an L network, 
Bingo, adjustment was a snap!! 


mm oe 


‘up: Pick pss fo aur ae an eter in te 
ou mk "ik pasword” and then enter he sae 
‘vod te Et ured "Rete psead conti 
‘This pss wl ewe change aur aes the 
‘teh digest nade, 


Step ot woud ike ee in dite arm 
tek yes athe ine ured Wonld yu ihe csv list 
ssa Gace a daly ge 


Step: Clik onthe “Subscibe” baton below the 
lei a ast ete 


The kts very easy to build, All of the board parts 
are there, and the 4SQRP group isa classy group to 
deal with The manval is online a: 


up 4p com/ itt 


‘Ordering instructions are there too. $25, what a 
deal! That’ it for Part 2. [hope that you are 
‘enjoying this series and find i useful, 


72, Doug, KIGDS 


Note: For an excellent article on soldering got 


Sotpeninc Tres 
by: Tom Manton, NOS 
www nogaup.ong/soldeing/older nl 


Parana ter 


you he stayin ouch an KLTAA news nd ote pots 


‘tp Fest poi yur rose tk the ok low 
gual naira a 


‘up (2:0 he web page you ile a Seto tied 
“Subsebig te KLAAT. Enter yur eal aes the 
Your onal dee” ny box 


Call for AARC Historical Documents 


Heather Hasper, KL7SP, has taken on the 
activity of collecting and organizing our Club 
historical documents. She is looking for AARC 
documents that you no longer want to maintain 
in your house, ‘These might include newsletters, 
‘membership rosters, flyers, photos, or any other 
item of historical interest, 


Please contact Heather at KL7SP@ARRL NET 
fr via pager at 907-275-7474 


QsTQst gst 
Iditarod 


Iditarod 2006 is almost upon us and we are looking 
for Hams to Cover the Start and Restart, 


‘Contact: Gordon Hatlieb ALIW 243-8198 
ordon@systems33.com 
for the start 


Jim Brutan KLHL 397-9165 
hilingoma@mtaonline net 
forthe restart 


Mark Kelliher KL7TQ 695-3 
Li7iq@ar.net 
for HQ orall ofthe above 


From: Gonlon Hartlieb <gordon@systems33.com> 
Subject Iditarod Star Communications 


Fm till looking for more help! Ihave about 10 
positions to fll. If you're not signed up and can 
help out dowsntown on Saturday moming March 


4th, fl love to se you! Ifyou know another HAM 
that can help, please encourage them 1 attend. 
‘Come on down to 4th and E witha VHF HT and 
put you to work -it'los of funt So much fun - 
in fact that you shoulda be geting paid, And you 
won't! =) 


Here's the operating guide/roster: 
‘erection 
and the mission guide for the overall event: 


be updating the web pages during the weok, 30 
‘heck back Thursday night and Friday for updates. 


‘Thank you for helping out! This is a great 
‘opportunity to exercise your radio skills and se the 
‘event up close and personal! 


a 
(Gordon Harlieb, ALIW 

allw@are.net 

es {Information on Low Earth Orbit 
a ‘Satellites at 


up//gahleos bar net) 


Dog Sled Racing 
‘Next i iditarod 


Amateur radio operators combine fun and function 
Help hams 


By MELODIE WRIGHT 
‘Anchorage Daily News 
Published: January 11,2006 


KNIK ~The noise of baying sled dogs Saturday 
floated like smoke over the Kil Bar, headquarters 
{forthe Knik 200 sled dog race. Inside Ray 
Hollenbeck’ tiny taller, the mobile radio buzzed to 
lite 


“This s KL7DY, sled one with 12 dogs departing," 
‘came Richard Placks voice 


"Roger that, sled one with 12 dogs" Hollenbeck 
replied noting the numbers in his log 


Ie was the start of slong weekend for Hollenbeck 
and more than a dozen Matanuska Amateur Radi 
[Association volunteers. A snowmobile team 
‘camped overnight along the Susitna River. MARA, 
president Plack flew to Skwentna toting bags af 
Taio gear ta transmit race statistics to headquarters, 
‘And amateur radio enthusiasts provided vital 
‘backup fo this race, as they do for nonprofit and 
coffcial events all ver Alaska, 


"We would really not want to run a race without 
‘his wonderful group,” wrote Knik 200 race 
‘coordinator Kit Braden via e-mail, "They ate so 
important not only in compiling the race's current 
Standings but they also provide a safety net for the 


Because Alaska has so many cell phone dead zones, 
amateur radio volunteers, "hams," fill vita 
fiche. Butas Internet and cell phone 
‘communications continue ta improve, one might 
think the dest nol is sounding for these radio 
enthusiasts, 

1 personally don't see (amateur radi) ever ending,” 
sald Dave Patton, the American Radio Relay 
League's manager of field and education services, 


“The Connecticut based ARRL isthe national 
membership association for amateur radio 
‘operators. Although the organization has seen a 
tecline in membership aver the past decade, Paton 
sd the number of ham radio operators icensed 

by the Federal Communication Commission has 
inreased. Alaska is ranked rst in per capita 
licenses. 


“he most valuable thing ham radi offers to 
society isto provide a tertiary communications 
Fbackup. The real genni the ability to mobilize 
thousands of people anywhere. I there's an 
jergency of Somer, hams gather wp," Paton 


[As chair ofthe Local Emergency Planning 
‘Commitee forthe Matanuska-Susita Borough, 
Ken Slauson sat the forefront of such gatherings in 
the Valley. He's a fervent disciple of ham radio and 
believes every Alaskan should get license to 
‘operate amateur radio, Fr Slauson, i's a mater of 
‘emergency preparedness, 


Ham radio is decentralized, and that’s one ofthe 
issues that impact the Internet,” Slauson said. "The 
hone system is reasonably protected, but let's 
face i theres only twa or three major sites to get 
(Outside. If you lose that, youre not calling dawn 
south 


Slauson has spread the gospel af ham radio to his 
friends and acquaimtances that work in oficial 
‘capacities all over the state. Creating a network of 
‘educated hams that know their equipment and each 
‘other i keyto keeping lines of communication open 
‘during a disaster, he said, 


Ham radio enthusiasts are sought out by agencies 
like the Red Cross and Mat-Cam, which provides 
lispatch services forthe Alaska State Troopers and 
the cty of Wasilla 


‘Charlie Fannon, a consultant for Mat-Com, sid 
MARA was invited to place an antenna on a 
‘communication tower in Wasilla. During the 
‘windstorm in March 2003, which incapacitated cell 
‘hone towers in the Valley, MARA members set up 
‘table in Wasillas Staion 62 and maintained 
‘official communication 


“These amateur ado guys ae a godsend,” Fannon 
sid. "They make sure, on thei own time and from 
their own pocket, that thei systems ae up and 
running ta give them some kind of communication 
‘with the outside. 


Now the ECC is easing its qualifications for hams, 
Licenses that are a step above the introductory 
technician license will no longer require a 
‘demonstrated familiarity with Morse code 
Discarding what many old-time hams see asthe 
bedrock of their hobby can be controversial 


As the son of one ofits founders, Wayne Groomer 
thas been a MARA member sine the club began in 


the 1970s. He said older hams believe knowledge of 
Morse code can only be beneficial 


"At the same ime | fel that there are people who 
are more technically inclined but not othe point, 
that they want to lear a new language,” he 

sid, "(The new license requirements) would let 
them in 


And letting new members in is something all hams 
encourage. Outside, land restrictions and competing 
interests have resulted in an aging amateur radio 
hase. Baby boomers who grew up fiddling with 
‘walkietalkies arent passing on ther fascination to 
{heie children in large numbers. 


But the job opportunities for savvy radio 
technicians continue to grow. Patton 

sad cellular companies "beg for people to design 
networks and amplifiers 


While’ nice to be useful and in demand, hams 
willbe the first to declare that there ae plenty of 
‘other reasons to join their ranks. There's the lure 
‘of everimproving equipment. Thiry years ago, 
radios were “the size and weight ofa brick,’ 
Groomer said, 


“They did't have nearly the features as the ones 
today,” he said, adding that radios then were about 
the same price as they are now. 


Hams can communicate via short of long-wave 
radio or aver a packet (text messages relayed by 
radio wave via computer), use repeaters in high 
places that amplify signals, uiliz low Earth- 
orbiting satellites or build their own antenna inthe 
back yard, 


They can bounce a signal off the moon oF eavesdrop 
‘n astronauts orbiting the earth. They participate in 

'DX" contests to see how many hams in distant 
locations they can contact in a limited amount of 
time. They can talk to any licensed operator without 
‘monthly fes or limited minutes. 


“There's a kind of magic tha | dont need a 
rmultmillion-dollarinfastractue to communicate 
‘with somebody across the worl," Patton sai. 


‘That magic was evident atthe Kk 200 race 
‘headquarters. Using hand-held and mobile radios 
spread aver 100 miles, MARA volunteers talked to 
‘eich other all night long. "I's exciting to bea 
member of the ham community." said Hollenbeck, 
‘who, in adition to volunteering for dozens of 
events las year, acted as communications 
‘coordinator forthe sled dog race, “(Evens) give ws 
‘the opportunity tn play with our hobby and keep our 
‘adios up ta working condition, so if there isa 
dlsaster or emergency, we're up for it 


Daily News reporter Melodie Wright may be 
reached a 252-6721 or muright@adn com, 


‘Alaska QRP Club mex e 
‘Thi Fido every oth 7-00 
PAE (Some tw for nner 6PM) 
ans wih QRP (aw power wer 5 
‘wus td Homebrengteet 
tet lara sacl etn nly 
Meta Denys the bck vam) 
LTS, sen dasa 


| | 


Anchorage Ham Makes the Team 
‘World Radio Team Championship 


WRTC National Society Team Selections 
January 30, 2006 


In order ta honor the organizing committees ofall 
‘World Radio Team Championship (WRTC) events, 
the WRTC-2006 Selection Criteria eals for five 
team leaders tobe selected by the organizing 
‘committees af the five WRTC events. The criteria 
specify thatthe teams will be selected by the 
[National Societies inthe host countries, Since two 
|WRTC events have been held in the United Stats, 
the ARRL was asked to select twa teams. To 
‘maximize the honor, th two groups that organized 
the frst and second WRTC events were asked by 
the ARR to chose team captains and teammates, 
\We are prou to announce those selections, 


From the organization involved inthe frst-over 
WRITE, Seat in 1990, Western Washington DX 


‘Club President Denny Boveman, W7SNH has 
announced the selection of Ward Silver, NOAX as 
theie Team Captain, Ward has in turn selected 
(Chris Hurlbut, KLSA as his teammate, (Chriss 
the son of Frank Hurlbut, KL7FH, of Anchorage) 


From the organization that hosted the second 
WRI in the Bay Area in1996, The Northern 
California Contest Club has selected Dean Straw, 
IN6BVas Team Captain, Dean's selection for 
teammate is Mark Obermann, AGMA. 


‘Congratulations to these fine contesters, We look 
forward toa strong competition! 


Dave Sumner, K1ZZ. 
ARRL Chief Executive Officer 


ARES Contact Information 


KUTSPRRAL NET 

Page MTT 
Aion iafomaton ao ARES canbe found a the 
felwing URL: 


January ARRL VHF+ Contest 
on Keech, KLIPL 


ARRL January VHF Contest 
By Ron Keech KLIPL, 


What do 6M, 1.25M, 2M, 70cm and 33em have in 
‘common? ‘Those were the S bands I worked during 
‘the January Contest. 


‘As you have heard by now the Jan edition af the 
VHF Contest went really well. We hat a nice rise 
in participation in South Central. As of thi writing 
there are 5 logs recorded at ARR. forthe contest 
‘which is more than double what ended up being 
Submitted forthe Sept Contest. expect there will 
'be more logs sen in yt. Ifyou have not done so 
{you can entee your contact inf electronically via a 
‘webpage at: hep/bdh netcabtonms 


Am happy to report contacts from the Kenai 
Peninsula to Fairbanks! KL7FH Frank Hurlbut 


‘worked as «rover during the contest and did quite 
well, appreciate his efforts, KL7UW Ed Cole 
down in Nikiski was a driving force inthe turnout 
fase kept reminding everyone ofthe contest during 
the local nets pri to the weekend ofthe 21st af 
sh. 


A couple of mil stones should be noted, first 
thank to KL7DTH Lee Wareham for his continued 
‘work on rock bounce to Fairbanks. Nota new path 
but one that gets rediscovered every few years fm 
told. During the frst day ofthe contest KL7DTH. 
‘was working KL7EDK Jerry Curry in Fairbanks on 
simplex 146.55. I managed an exchange of Grids 
with KL7EDK off the hillside over Anchorage, my 
furthest DX on 2m to date, ‘That was a teat for 


What is on S00eahz2? 
‘There was another item af interest on Saturday. 1 
worked KL7FZ Steve Tolley on 927.6 FM voice 
about a 40 mile contact. First such contact we are 
Aware of Alaska, Nota lot of tac on 2em's 
hore but maybe tht will change. ‘There are no 
amateur rigs built for 900 megs s0 you have to 
modify commercial gear which isnot exactly easy 
todo. Ifyou do alittle research at places like 
Batlabs.com or other internet sites, modification 
information is out therefor Motorola radios and 
such I personally use a Motorola GTX for 33cm, 
thanks 10 KL7FZ for his expertise on programming 
the ra, 


Next VHE+ Contest in June, any mode works 
from 6m to Daylight. Last ime out | worked a 
dozen stations over 4 bands in grids. ‘This time 
‘due to more effort on every anes part | managed 5S 
contacts over 5 bands and 4 grids. My goal was to 
improve and Lam happy to report success 
Additional remarks by participants are posted on the 
ARRL Contest Soapbox at 
hup:/twwewarrLorg/cantess'soapbox/?¢on_i 
“Most contacts were on FM, but SSB or even AM. 
are allowed, See the ARRL Contest site for detail 
land rules forthe contest. 


@ 


Remember we also have folks geting together for 
an informal net on Wednesday's at pm working 
VHF/UHF, Join us, we tat off on 144.200 USE, 


and go from there. Be sure to check out 
Ip www gs neval7eb/avg hum for info on the 


Alaska VHE UP Group, ‘Thanks o all who came 
‘ut and participated, hope ta work you in June! 


This isthe Gm Laop I nun for mobile work. Thats 
inflatable boat's wooden folding motor mount, 
‘hus Fhave the option of flipping the loop vertical if 
the moad strikes me. 


| 


‘Setup inthe Glenn Alps Parking area on Saturday 
‘aoming, antenna central. Got more than one 
passer-by asking what the heck? 


Dvn the hl abit to work the rock bounce to 
Fairbanks, 4 el 2m using Mt, MeKinley asa 
reflocor. 

i 


‘Antena’s were the 4 element YAGI for 2m, 5 el 
Yagi for em, 7 el Yagi for 70cm aa wave 
‘ground plane for 125m all og a rotor. Track has a 
102 stoel whip (HE), 6m Loop, 58 Wave GP for 
“cm, collinear 2m vertical and a 4 wave 2m gp for 
packevAPRS. Note the lean on the antennas, Quite 
‘windy at ist up there, 


Rotor mount, had to level the rg 2 the parking lot 
slopes. Also hat to te dhe thing to the ruck det 


Abave are the primary radios use forthe contest. 
Motorola GTX for 33em (top), FT-857D for 
VHF/UHF and a Kenwood 32204 for 1.5m. 
[used a standard rotor since {have a 400 watt 
inverter in the truck for AC. power. 


ay 


And Tets not forget the er ut ease freezing his 
‘ax off! Bruce McCormick KL7EM worked the 
‘contest and a Mountain Rescue Exercise Saturday 
‘oming, 

‘on Keech, KLIPL 

supp ue 


My first CW QSO 


Mak KelibeeKL7TQ 


1 asa wally active ham ater 1 
received my first ham license as 2 
Novice (WL7AXH). Iset up a 
hice station and looked at fr a 
year. Sometimes would doa 
litle world wide listening but No way was I going 
to touch tht Key. It led tothe world of the 
‘unknown. After about a year of trying to build up 
some courage | knew I ad to do something 


| retumed from work one evening at about 12:20am. 
My XY was visiting her mother in DL. land, 1 
daringly walked over tothe bam shick, and tured 
the power on, 1 then ran over to the fridge and bad 
twa large glasses of spoiled grapes code learer 
‘courage builder and sat down in the set and started 
tuning the 20m band. | DIFINETLY was not 
looking for someone calling CQ-CQ. I might have 
to understand them! ‘Therefore, | found a really 
‘quite place on 20 where there was no one anywhere 
‘ear, [took a couple of deep breaths and punched 
the key. CQ.CQ CQ DE WL7AXH over. 


Immediately something came blaring out of my 
speaker, it was a bunch of dit and das but | 
‘could understand a thing. 1 sat tere in shock 
Tooking t my radio thinking. There ist supposed 
tabe anyone there. Then it came back again. A 
Tite slower, jumped up ran around the room to 
find some paper and a pencil 


My heart was pounding. Sweat was squirting out 
‘my pores. Out went the code at about wpe. n 
‘came the cade at about 1000wpm. "Please slow 
‘down’, I sent, realizing that I didnt have that list of 
secret Codes of "Q" signals. I stated to copy. Here 
‘was a Russian Soldier in Afghanistan; "Please Slaw 
Down”, [had to get more paper. My pencils kept 
‘breaking, On and on we went, He had the patience 
fof lob, At the end of two hours was filled with 
‘emotion, exeitement over my first QSO, shame in 
‘not knowing the "Q” abbreviations, but ealizing 
why they were created, 


| finally had to say goodbye, It was very emotional 
for me. His reply to me filled me with hope. 
‘Congratulations, you re now copying better than 
12 wpm and sending at about 15 wpm; its ime to 
‘upgrade. At that time I didn’ know anything about 
(QSL. cards or good record keeping, s, a8 | found 
‘out later, I didnt get a good copy on his call sign, 
His home was Kiev. The next moming, I observed 
the disaster area. Notes were seattered all around 
the radio. One could see the excitement inthe 
‘writing. [spent the next few days just reviewing 
and reliving this great experience. Id recommend 
this sporthobby to anyone and if you happen to be 
the "Russian soldier” for someone's "frst please 
bbe as gentle and caring as my first. My Elmer, 
‘Wilse Morgan KL7CQ, said I'd never forget the 
first, but only nov do I ealze the impact ofthis 


Mark Kelliher 
738KLITQ 


Iditarod Ham Radio Recognition 
‘Mark KL7IQ 


(Out of the Blue, Stan Hooley the Executive Director 
for Iditarod, asked that the four ham Clubs that 
suppor the Iditarod with Repeater Support be 


recognized inthe Special edition race report asa 
‘Contributing Sponsor. 


“The Anchorage Amateur Radio Club 
Polar Amateur Radio Klub PARKA 
Matanuska Amateur Radio Club 

and 

Seward Peninsula Amateur Radio Club 


7 
Mark KL7TQ 


N2CQ QRP CONTEST CALENDAR 


[ARR national DX Cone (SSB) QHD Category 
Mar oot to Mar 2ab02 

als hp ar arg/omessalendar yea 2008 
‘ae Up! QR? Spin (CW) “0+ QRP Cant 
Mar 4, 0400s oso: 

ules pegs em 
“Advere Radio aces - Spartan Spin (CW) — QRP 
Contest! ar, 200 00400 (Ft Mansy 9PM EST) 
Rls haps ae.com 

‘esky Texan Armadilo Chae (CW) ==" QRP Comet = 


cat QSO Par (CWSSBDIg) QR Cacao 
Mri 5000 Mar 12,3002 
als hap leat com 


‘Second Css Operators Club Marathon Spa (CW) -QRP 
ules up ge cients 


"QR CONTEST! "=" 


NAQCC Staigh Key Bug pein 
EST: Maris, 6:30 Poe 1030 PN 


Rule hp arte et yolconteat 


Ten aie QS0 Pay (WS) GRP Caen 
Rule pew tenors at 


RUN FOR THE BACON (GW) « 
les: aptpe.com 

(Ca World Wide WX Cone (SSB) — QRP Category 
Mar 25, 000029 Mar 26, 23502 

als hp.com coma Ml 


“QRP CONTEST *=* 


Sgn eee Si (CWPSKO ORE 

(Smyrna esr 
rats bone 

{Gab BARBERSHOP QUARTET CONTEST (CW GRD 

Sirs Sato reste 

Ral pseu ces 


ie 
Ket Newnan -N2CQ 
NECQ@ARRL NET. 


Special offer to ARRL affiliated 
‘club members. 
Radio Frequency Interference 


Have you wondered about Radio Frequency 
Interference? Exactly what sit, what causes it, and 
how to get rid afi? 


For a limited time, we are offering ARRL afliated 
‘lub members the opportunity ta participate in the 
Radio Frequency Interference online course a 2 
$815.00 discount. (Regular price, ARRL. Members 
‘865.00 Nonmembers 95.00) 


© Gettips and suggestions for dealing with 
REL problems 

Various types of filters. 

Sources of REL 

Forms of TV interference 

(On-line course, accesible 24/7 during the 

G-week session 


How to Register: 
Go talink forthe Radio Frequency Interference 
Inup/www.ar.orglecelcourses himl4ectX6 


Enter the discount cade ACA2306 on the 


registration screen. Offer expres April 23, 2006 
QUESTIONS? 

Please send questions to Jean Wolfgang, WB3I0S 
atece@art.arg. 

ARRL 


‘The national association for AMATEUR RADIO 


|, Rohn 256 tower and rotor 


Packet Radio? 


Have you been hearing about the Packet Peanut 
Galley? Do you have a TNC collecting dustin a 
closet? Have a Digital Station setup but can’t seem 
te connect ta local node? 


1 Packet Peanut Gallery (PPG) isa group of 
thames who gather during the local vit nets to 
throw text back and forth, Listen for us 
luring these nets 
ERC Net Sunday a 1930 
[No Name Net Sunday at 2000 
Grandson of Sideband Monday at 2000 
Big City Simplex Net Tuesday st 2000 
Parka Net Thursday at 1900 
ARES Net Thursday at 2000, 


2, Getthat gear back online it's easy and fun! 
Will also make a great traffic route the next 
time we have an emergency 


3. ‘There are several data systems listening for 
‘you 24/7. Setup for 1200 baud for most and 
‘data bits, 1 stop bit and aa parity. See the 
list below for aditional inf. 


Local Nodes of Interest- 


Eagle Node is NL7C-2 at 145,01 FM simplex. 
Valley Node is KL7JFU-2 at 147.96 FM simplex. 
ANCES is KL7AA-7 and is also on 145,01 FM 
simplex or via Eagle 

Most noes ca talk to each ater so try it, from 
Valley try connecting 10 Eagle or even ANCBBS. 
‘There are of course other systems in the area, these 
are the most often wsed, 


Digi Links — 


KL7IKX-3 direct then “valley” atthe prompt this 
will allow you ta get to valley your unable to bit it 
diretly. Don't uy to true dig, just connect to 
KL7IKX- and then “e nodename” 


‘Others will be online soon as well keep an ear open 
for those addltions to other digi links 


Expect the dig link to be slower than direct as 
anytime you dig thru you have added another link 
inthe chai, 


‘On most nodes you have access to a help section, 
simply type ?, Har Help to access it. That will 
provide ist of options available to you. 

‘One command ta keep in mind on Valley or Eagle 
isof course “talk”. Talk will put you into the chat 
‘mode and you will beable to message in realtime 
{other amateur stations who are online. Some of 
the other packet systems also support talk mode, 


"TNC come i all flavors and na single ane is the 
end solution o all your digital needs, but most do 
‘most things, Soundeard interfaces offer another 
‘means of connecting your computer ta your radio 
Software is usually more important than the vor 
of interface you end up using. Several standalone 
applications offer PSK, BPSK, Gror, Packet et. 
‘Some offer wide variety of possible mades. Not 
‘promoting any flavor over another, I myself use the 
Rascal interface and MixW software comb, 
Rigblaster and others offer like applications. Read 
‘up ont, it's easy simply Gogale on “packet radio" 
‘oF digital ham modes” te, 


1 wanted to touch an the Packet side as we are 
tuying to generate interest into VHE digital meds. 
‘There isa whole world of digital possibilities in 


Ham Radio, From HE PSK to Meteor Seater on 6 
meters to EME. If you have the nation tr it. If you 
‘want more information contact your local club for 
‘who is using digital modes in your area, 

Tam far from an expert on te subject but there are 
folks who ean do it justice, jus ask. 

Remember from HF weak signal work to Amateur 
‘TV and EME, the digital Ham world is yours to 
‘master, Pick your favorite and run with it! 


‘Southcentral Alaska Packet Nodes 


145.0100 Mite 


na 
Ron Keech, KLIPL and Tim Comfort NL7SK 


Data You Can Use: 


‘ices 
resident im Laser ALTFS presides @l7an.net 
‘ice Pres. Jui amuse, WL7DX Nessiini@UITan net 
‘Seereury Vaca 

Sereury@hlran.aet 
‘Tremurer ether Hasper, KLISP_tesurer@h7a se 
‘Trae Kell, ROMIM ener 
‘Advis Chairman "Vaca 


‘Nee Latter Ete J Lae ALTES 
‘Membership Charman Fed Esclsea KL7FE 
coembertiplruaaet 


“These Your Board Members 
Richard Block, RLPREB, block at anit 
Frank Pat REX Kx warn 

‘One Yeur Based Members 

‘Site Fes RUIVE, jm t casa ne 
Sieve Geling- NLTW, seve al monn et 
{TSheled KL7¥S, ica haunlcom 
Elwurd Mosct-KLAKL, Kl aoe 

Mike Kee KLM, ak te 

Mike Wood KLIRO, ill aac 

Divi Steves“ KLTEB, Me tare 
(Chl Londo" REX, carn tytn eo 


Taian 
‘We falwng ets a Se Sena Al 
a sesame empath 

Aisa maltese ness an 

Aka si te AMA 
‘venus ew Se te Pay 070 
tanita. i 2 

tle Ful 7 tall 

sig Sin tana tak ere 


AARC wl page Emil ante addres: 
opus: hipsewn 7A 
Preside presidem@Taanet 


Meniesiip: menbeshp7auae 
Nelsen” SdiorlPaua 
‘Nees Letter Sion, alr eation or arrectioss 


Stbmisiots mat be ected 2 wank becie oeeng 
Ell: ediaeairanet 
Mal 445 Spumaker Dave, Anchorage 33516 


RA Ma Vale Ara Repent Nas 
1G 7 a Bo wt aac, 14.3 He PL gen 
‘Baur a3 wats, ao path nD 
7.2787 Mit patch, Mout Savina 1025 the 

PVR wo atch, Mat Sain TOTS He 
RETCe, Anchorage Hi, SCRE & CWA 
KEIM Andiage side . 
TRETION at Mt Gordo Lyn, PARA 3980 
1.90, MD wat ope, 3 PL 
LPAI Elnetdit APE EARS 
‘ett 
HSH, apex pte, na PL, 
RE Gideon LP 
1676 16 MI 25 ws, uch, 7A He 
‘Anchorage HRLP — KEIXK 
‘South Central Area Simplex Frequencies 
14652 MEL Cali and Eegeney beseney 
1 3 44757 (cst led) HF apes 8, 103 5 
13M at Valley ple cha 
1742 Mesias singles ch 


VE Testing in the Valley 


Valley VE testing seins il be eld atte Wasa Red 
(Goss a7 pos the out Saturday of ac th less is 
‘Shuji weekend, Wala Red Crs in he 

‘Wel Mal xt Spety ls chp a 


Internet Links, the favorites from our readers 
{QP and Hembree Links bp ALES 
SCRE tpi KL Tong 

EARS lpn apnea 

MARA hpi! 

“Moose Harm ARC ps alkane “brig 
ARES Ww goes 

Dracie ams hs AAGDW sa 
Fairbanks AARC: hip 7heony 

‘Vol Anatete Rade Asta: 

psn lanier tat 

{ink for Hemebrewers& QDS 

apie aegis inks a 

Solar Tervestial Activity hp. /208.13027. 5a 
AARRLhipwwiarL ar) 
Propo ep Reco 566-1819 


NEWSLETTER ARTICLES, Al asics tom 
wish sub any aries, Joe canons, plese vet 
‘ype ce mel handwriten, canbe subated by al 
amples o E-mail othe newer ear the ales 
{ite above. Sabine eae bet the hao the ear 
fs later han he 10 days pet the eg ya 
eit 


[Regular HAM Gatherings: 


Alaska QRP Club, Tied Friday 700 PM: Has with 
Go power sd 9 wise ont ees 
Detur a Beagsw inthe Back room ingly QHD art 
sowing wp abou SPM alo cama im Last, ALES, 


“Thursdays Brune, 9:0 AM Beach NW cnr of Der 
ud Brag. Aye! bac a lls tend his ae 


Saturdays Beeabast, 730 AM: Here is a gud way wget 
‘ire on the weekend. Come ae et wih sre othe 
ial and have tet bes Pipe Resa, a he 


1 Friday cach manth- AARC general meting -7200 PML 
lndheCas-Corsein Bldg onthe APU Camps. Takin 
willbe on 1470+ repeater, 


1 Tuesday each moat: VE License Exam 6:30 PM, a he 
Hope Cage oles, 340 W Tears Beng pet ID, 
apf ene i a) and any erties a campeon. 


1 Wedesday quarters: EARS genera meeting, Mois 
‘ua ot RY Nor net che esting 
‘Wednesiy of May a 1750, Adal megs rue 
willbe anounced, Cau ina - PO Hox 706, Elena! 
‘Ar 9306 Cy nal Ron Keel, KLIP lr naon 


Ernall- MPa eo asec 
(ome) 3-2 


2° Peiday each months SCR genera meeting at 700 PML 
Denys Dee Be Braga. Talkin ot 14737 spe 


2 Sturday each month: VE License Exams at 2:00 PM. 
Si vope Cage S40 Welton Bes a bag ps 
I, ey of ees ty) and ay erticates a eopleon 


2 Saturday ech month: PARKA Meeting 
‘crea’ ass ome Mer el 


[FF Tuesday cach moni: NARC Hoard meting 70 
‘Pata Hope Conage 540 W. tnermatonal” Alar ied ad 


27" Friday each oath: Alaska QP Club. 7:00PM at 
‘any’s Dearne ck rom lf Lain 245- 
$Taa tring projects share with he group. Same show up 


{Saturday each most: ARES General meeting 2:30AM 
te 1200 PM, call T Stell KITTS: taal, 
[ARES inf a: basen ptarslshal 


“The at Friday each math: MARA meting at 7PM Fe 
‘Sion 6 etd wo blocks up Lace Dee, rom 
Parsi, Tally forthe meeting can esque on 
ites de 146.640 146.00 epee Fre deals ca be 
snd by canacing Lan Bets, KLTLB, lel at yahoo 


‘Who Do I Gontact to Join AARC 


‘Or pay membership renewals? 
red Ericson KLTFE, 

Anchorage AK 9516-3121 

{redeem (a ne cons 

‘hose namber: 35-2181 

Ana Dues are S12 (cated os ppg) 
‘ional Meaber insane abo 5, 

Fill Tine stud no charge 

‘Ask abut le Meera, 


‘The Anchorage Ame ao Cab ee 


Aucorage Amateur Radio Cla, tne 


Anchorage, Alisha 295101987 maa 
Anchorage AK 


Sunspot Numbers 1760-1998 


‘Smoathed Monithly SSN 


{501775 Teo 1625 18501875 1000 190 100 1875 2000 
Sompot Cpe Sempot cc’ aD tn yar (verngne 1) nd rig tpt the smnpet 
bac rin tad 


